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Greeting from New Jersey

TOSHOKU AMERICA INC.
Commercial Director

by Claudia Gaard

Happy New Year to the Japan Feed Trade Association!

| appreciate the opportunity to share a little something about myself and the
community that I live in.

My name is Claudia Gaard, a U.S. citizen, living in the state of New Jersey
(NJ) for most of my life. I grew up in Closter, NJ, but today I live in Haworth,
NJ, which is just a mile away. It is a wonderful area of NJ, with many nice
parks, restaurants, and shopping, while being near New York City, and having
a great school system. In fact, both of my daughters attended the same high
school that my husband and | attended, Northern Valley Regional High School
in Demarest.

Haworth is a borough of Bergen County, with a population of just about 3,340
residents. Despite the small population size, the town offers many community
activities, including a swim club, tennis courts, a pickleball club, a winter
skating rink, a women’s club, a public library, the volunteer fire department.
and ambulance corps., as well as the Haworth Arts Committee, which | am the
chairperson for.




The Haworth Arts Committee was established nearly 15 years ago, with the
intention of bringing music and cultural activities to the community. The
committee consists of 5-6 volunteer members who all live in Haworth. We
provide a variety of cultural events throughout the year, free of charge, with
donations provided by local businesses and town residents.

The first event that | will share with you is what we call the “Haworth
Coffeehouse”. Itis an “Open Mic” show, held at the Haworth Library, every
few months, featuring singers, musicians, poets of all ages, from the local area.

It is a fun and safe environment for people to enjoy an evening out with friends
and family.

STARS SHINE

‘Spirit of community’ stirs open-mic extravaganza
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Cathryn Knaggs, Tatum Levine, Ellie Lebel, and Shayne Hereghty delight at Haworth
“~ Municipal Library in an extravaganza of local talent.
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The committee also holds two annual events each year. One is called the
“Midsummer Night’s Jam”, that | created, because we have so many
professional and amateur musicians and singers, as well as music producers,
that live in the town of Haworth. The MNJ, as | like to call it, is a 4-hour
music concert held in July or August each year, at the Memorial Park in
Haworth. It is an outdoor concert with a stage and a professional soundman,
that typically draws over 100 attendees, who bring dinner and a bottle of wine,
while enjoying an evening of Haworth’s finest performers. We typically have
12-15 different acts, all of whom contain at least one Haworth resident,
performing a variety of musical genres, including rock, jazz, pop, and
Broadway. As one of my hobbies, I sing in a band and have performed in the
MNJ most years. (You can see me and my band in the below newspaper

clipping.)
:)rthern Vall

1+ g et s e S + O it + M}ﬂl

< "SHARING THEIR SONGS

=y Annual | U:dfmuma Night's Jam a big stceess
v mlﬂgummm

A1 M
L g T “'Ja-ll-lll Il‘Ll A% AN% A% wRRY



The second annual event was created by my husband and I, called Ghost
Stories at the Pond. It is a one-hour show, held at the Haworth Pond, and
gazebo, where the committee members decorate the pond area and create a
“haunted stage” where my husband reads two “scary” stories, that he wrote
himself, and | provide audio/visual background sounds and photos. Two other
committee members recite poetry, and we have the Haworth Public School

music teacher join us for a Halloween sing-along with the children attending
the event.




Ghost Stories at the Pond is a town favorite, always held the Saturday before
Halloween, so children dress in costume, as do the committee members. My
husband, the storyteller, always dresses the same, as he has become somewhat
“famous” amongst the town children, who ask to take photos with him. 1 like
to change up my costume and make-up each year.

— 20 —



Being a part of such a fun committee is a real pleasure. Although a lot of
work goes into each of the events that we have created, giving back to the
community is extremely rewarding. And quite often our events are written
about in the local newspapers, as you can see in the above photos of articles. If
you are interested to learn more about the Haworth Arts Committee, you can
follow us on Facebook and Instagram. On our Facebook page, you can find
some videos of a recent Holiday Concert held at the Haworth Library,
featuring Tony Award winning soprano, Gay Willis, accompanied by music
composer, Yasuhiko Fukuoka, on piano, performing the song, Sakura.

I hope that you enjoyed my article and | wish you all the best in 2024!
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